
 

APPENDIX 4 

 

POLICY REGARDING RELOCATION OF GRAVES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Burial grounds and graves are dealt with in Article 36 of the NHR Act, no 25 of 1999. Below 
follows a broad summary of how to deal with grave in the event of proposed development.  
 

� If the graves are younger than 60 years, an undertaker can be contracted to deal with 

the exhumation and reburial. This will include public participation, organising cemeteries, 

coffins, etc. They need permits and have their own requirements that must be adhered 

to.  

� If the graves are older than 60 years old or of undetermined age, an archaeologist must 

be in attendance to assist with the exhumation and documentation of the graves. This is 

a requirement by law.  

 
Once it has been decided to relocate particular graves, the following steps should be taken:  
 

� Notices of the intention to relocate the graves need to be put up at the burial site for a 

period of 60 days. This should contain information where communities and family 

members can contact the developer/archaeologist/public-relations officer/undertaker. All 

information pertaining to the identification of the graves needs to be documented for the 

application of a SAHRA permit. The notices need to be in at least 3 languages, English, 

and two other languages. This is a requirement by law.  

 
� Notices of the intention needs to be placed in at least two local newspapers and have 

the same information as the above point. This is a requirement by law.  

 
� Local radio stations can also be used to try contact family members. This is not required 

by law, but is helpful in trying to contact family members.  

 
� During this time (60 days) a suitable cemetery need to be identified close to the 

development area or otherwise one specified by the family of the deceased.  

 
� An open day for family members should be arranged after the period of 60 days so that 

they can gather to discuss the way forward, and to sort out any problems. The developer 

needs to take the families requirements into account. This is a requirement by law.  

 
� Once the 60 days has passed and all the information from the family members have 

been received, a permit can be requested from SAHRA. This is a requirement by law.  

 
� Once the permit has been received, the graves may be exhumed and relocated.  

 
� All headstones must be relocated with the graves as well as any items found in the 

grave  

 
 

 


